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R E P O R T 

FRO M T II E 

COMMITTEE refpecting the Draining of BOGS 

IN IRELAND: 

With an Appendix. 

Ordered, by The Houfe of Commons, to be printed, aid March 1810, 



The COMM IT TEE appointed to enquire into the Progrefs made* 
for carrying into effect an A6t made in the laft Seffioh of Parliament, 
to appoint Commiffioners to enquire and examine, until the ifi: day 
of Auguft 1811, into the nature and extent of the feveral Bogs in 
Ireland, and the pra&icability of draining and cultivating them, 
and the belt means of effecting the fame, and to report the fame, with 
their Obfervations and Opinion thereupon, to the Houfe ; — Have 
purfuant to the order of The Houfe, examined the matter to them 
referred, and have agreed upon the following REPORT. 

Y OUR Committee having called upon the faid Commiffioners, for an 
Account of their Proceedings under the faid A&, have received from 
them a Report thereof, together with a Copy of the Inftru&ions given by 
the Commiffioners to each of the Engineers in their employment. 0 

It appears to Your Committee, that thofe Inftru&ions will bell; explain 
the general nature of the Proceedings adopted by the Commiffioners, and 
that the Report fufficiently explains the caufes of their not beino- as vet 
able to exhibit a more detailed view of the fubje&s referred °to their 
enquiries. 

It further appears to Your Committee, that the grant of £. 5,000 to the 
laid Commiffioners for the execution of the Aft is nearly expended and 
that their prefent weekly expenditure is about £.280;" but that ? it is 
definable to extend it to at lead; £.350 during the fine weather ; and that a 
further and more confiderable Grant will be necelfary for the prolecution of 
the enquiry during the enfuing year. 



Appendix, No. j. 

ItEPORT of the Commiffioners for Drainage of Bogs in Ireland. 

To the Honourable the Committee of the Houfe of Commons, appointed to 
enquire refpeftrag the Draining of the Bogs in Ireland. 

T N obedience to your orders, we have the honour to Report, That we were an. 
X pointed Commiffioners, to enquire and examine into the nature and extent of the 
feveral Bogs in Ireland, and the practicability of draining and cultivating them, and 
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2 REPORT from the COM MITT E E, rejecting [Appx. 

the beft means of effecting the fame, by the Lord Lieutenant’s Warrant on the 
15th September lalt, and held our firft meeting on the 19th ot the lame month. 

That we ielcaed for the firft object of our enquiries, thofe extenfive tracts ot Hog 
lying between Dublin and the River Shannon, generally known by the name ot the 
13 o" of Allen; together with the large Bogs in Longford, Weftmeath, and Iipperary. 

That we have been induced to form this fele&ion, from the united confiderations ot 
thefe Bo^s being neareft to the Metropolis, connected with the great lines ot Naviga- 
tion already executed, and prefentjng, in the general opinion, very confiderable diffi- 
culties ; the overcoming which, will demonftrate the practicability of the improvement 
of the Bogs in Ireland in moft other cafes. 

That we have divided them into eight DiftriCts, containing near 1 90,000 Irilli, or 
about 300,000 Englilh acres of Bog, and given them in charge to the ableft Engineers 
we could procure, from fomeof whom, before the clofe of this Sellion, we hope to be 
able to lay Reports before Parliament. 

That in order to explain the nature of the Reports that may be expeCtcd from the 
Engineers employed under us, we have annexed to this Report, a copy of the printed 
InftruClions ifl'ued to them. 

That owing principally to the late feafon of the year when we were appointed, and 
the difficulty "of procuring Engineers duly qualified for the undertaking, none of the 
Surveys have been as yet corhpleted, but that we are in weekly correfpondence with 
all our Engineers, and have reafon to be fatisfied with the progrels they have made. 

That previous to receiving their Reports,, it is our with to avoid entering into any 
details, but that we are already enabled to ftate generally our belief that none of 
thefe Bo"s lie at a greater elevation than 400 feet, nor at a lefler elevation than 100 
feet above the level of the lea. 

That they generally prefent furfaces of confiderable inclinations to feme parts of 
the rivers proper for their drainage, and that they generally lie on a ftratum of lime- 
ftone gravel, a lubftance peculiarly fitted for their reclamation. 

That there are large traCls of Bog lying between the River Shannon and the 
Weftern Ocean, to which we are anxious next to direCt our attention, as well as con- 
fiderable traCls in other parts of Ireland. 

That the Parliamentary Grant of laft year, though applied with the moft rigid eco- 
nomy, fo far from being adequate to accomplith thefe objeCts, will not be fufficient 
for completing the Survey of the Diftrias already given in charge. ^ 

That the prefent weekly charge is about £. 280. and that the Grant of laltSemon 
will be entirely expended before the middle of next month. 

That it would be highly defirable to take advantage of the Spring and Summer 
months, to pulli on the Surveys with as much expedition as poffible, which would pro- 
bably raife the Expenditure to at leaft £. 350. .per week. 

Ch. Vallancey, 

J. S. Rochfort, 

Rich d Griffith , 

William Gore, 

Henry Hamilton. 




Appendix, No. 2. 



Copy of the general Inftruaions given by the Commiffioners to the Engineers 
in their Employment. 

THE Secretary of the Commiffioners appointed to enquire into the nature and 
extent of the l'everal Bogs in Ireland,’ and the probability of draining and cultivating 
them, is direaed by the Board to communicate, for the information of the Engineers 
who may be employed, and of the Proprietors of Bogs, the mode in which they have 
been advifed to proceed. 

i ft. They propofe to divide the Bogs of Ireland into Diftrias, and to affign each 
Diftria in charge to one or more Engineers. 

2d. Each of the Engineers is to provide a fufficient number of Affiftants, for whofe 
qualifications he is to be refponfible. 

3d. The Commiffioners think it neceflary to direa the attention of their Engineers 
to the particular heads of Enquiry contained in thefe Inftruaions ; but it is by no 

means 
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